
BROWNFIELDS IN KENTUCKY

Sites identified in the Brownfield program have real or perceived contamination.

Brownfield sites are the evidence of our industrial and 
commercial past. Now vacant and abandoned, they 
are a testament of what we have achieved and often a 
stark reminder that economies and communities are 
always evolving. Along with history, these sites bring with 
them another type of legacy, potential contamination. 
 
Communities across the Commonwealth live with their 
superfund and brownfields everyday. Even if you don’t live 
right next door, you likely feel their impacts. They 
contribute to the economic, social and environmental 
decline in the places we live, work and play. However, the 
redevelopment of contaminated properties is a powerful 
tool that has far-reaching implications for both urban and 
rural communities. Contaminated property 
redevelopment sparks job creation and private investment, 
encourages infrastructure reuse, increases property values 
and the tax base and facilitates community revitalization.  
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L I V I N G  G R E E N E R  G R O W I N G  S T R O N G E R

Through fiscal year 2016, on 
average, $16.99 was 
leveraged for each EPA 
Brownfields dollar and 8.9 
jobs leveraged per $100,000 
of EPA brownfields funds 
expended on assessment, 
cleanup, and revolving loan 
fund cooperative 
agreements.

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.EPA 
.GOV/BROWNFIELDS/BROW 
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BROWNFIELDS  (CONT.)
The Kentucky Brownfield Redevelopment 

Program continues to help communities, 

nonprofits and private entities address these 

properties and get them back into 

productive reuse. This past year, the program 

continued its tradition in assisting with EPA 

brownfield grants and worked to 

communicate the importance of the 

program in uncertain funding times.  

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

DCA staff partnered with the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Cleveland, Cincinnati Branch to hold 

a "Brownfield for Bankers" workshop on 

August 10, 2017 at the Barrel House Distillery 

building in Lexington, KY. Speakers talked 

about the economic benefits of brownfields 

redevelopment and highlighted the Old 

Pepper Distillery, Fayette County Courthouse 

and Annville School projects. 

 

September marked the beginning of grant 

preparation season with the "Intro to Grant 

Writing and Community Revitilization" 

workshop held in Frankfort. This workshop is 

followed by the "Brownfield Grant Review 

Party" each year helps communities submit 

strong grant applications to the EPA.     

 

 

Education and Outreach

Other education events in FY18 included, 

the "Economic Development Forum" held 

in Hazard, KY. Speakers presented on 

information and resources to help 

participants understand the redevelopment 

process of downtown historic districts. In 

the spring, new grantees at the City of 

Bowling Green along with their consultant, 

Ensafe, presented "Eyesore to Asset: 

Redeveloping Distressed Properties" along 

with representatives from EPA Region 4 

and DCA. 

Brownfields for Bankers
Holly Wiedemann, AU Associates, talks about the status of the Fayette
County Courthouse project. 

Brownfield Site Visits
DCA and Superfund staff meet with 
community leaders to assess 
redevelopment possibilities of vacant
properties in the area.
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DCA staff worked with West Virginia 

Brownfields Assistance Centers and the 

Central Appalachian Brownfield Innovation 

Network (CABIN) to hold the Second Annual 

Central Appalachian Regional Brownfields 

Summit on April 8, 2018 in Pulaski, VA The 

Summit was held in the Jackson Hotel, a 

redeveloped brownfield, and featured 

sessions on innovative redevelopment in the 

region. 

CABIN helps assist communities to identify 

and connect with mentors that can help 

provide guidance and ideas to make 

redevelopment happen. The event was very 

successful and there are plans to hold the 

event again in the Spring of 2019. 

Assessments and grant writing services are a 

pivotal part of the brownfield program. The 

program provided fourteen Phase I 

assessments and one Phase II assessment 

during FY18. These assessments help clear 

the 

way for property acquisition and cleanup 

grant applications. 

Lake Cumberland Area Development District 

received $200,000 in hazardous funding and 

$100,000 in petroleum funding as part of an 

EPA federal brownfield program assessment 

grant award. 

Central Appalachian Regional 
Brownfields Summit

Assessments and Grants
Amanda LeFevre continues to serve as the 

Chairperson of the Association of State and 

Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials 

(ASTSWMO), Brownfield Focus Group, which 

is comprised of state brownfield program 

representatives from all 10 EPA regions.  This 

group works to improve communication 

between state waste program peers and with 

federal program partners.  This year the focus 

group finished up a series of fact sheets to 

help with project and risk communications. 

The fact sheets included information on 

community involvement, Phase I and II 

assessments, risk-based cleanups and 

demolition of abandoned structures. They 

also started working on a research tool that 

will help provide an overview of state 

programs and how they work to assist with 

property redevelopment.  This project will 

continue into 2019. The Focus Group held a 

project update and listening session at the 

National Brownfield Conference in Pittsburg 

in December of 2017.  They also worked with 

their superfund counterparts to plan and 

arrange a Superfund and Brownfield 

Symposium in Jacksonville, Fl. 

ASTSWMO

Phase I Assessments
These initial assessments are pivotal to the Brownfield 
Program. Above, Jim Kirby, sorts through historical 
records to complete research on a site in Western 
Kentucky.

Cleaner Commonwealth Fund

Kentucky's Cleaner Commonwealth 

Fund, which was established though a US 

EPA Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund grant of 

$850,000, awarded its first loan over the past 

fiscal year.  The Louisville Waterfront 

Botanical Garden Project, spearheaded by 

Botanica, Inc., received a $390,000 loan for 

site remediation and management during 

the redevelopment of the site. Due to the 

program success, EPA awarded an additional 

$250,000 to the program to help more sites 

across the state. Guidelines to apply for the 

additional funding will go out in the fall of 

2018.




